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At a Meeting of the Generai Association ofCmneciicut^ 
at Sharon^ June^ 1612. 

s 

THE Committee, apjpoiiited ^ to enquire into the proceedings of 
llie ConsociaUon of Tolland County cm the 16tli of April, 18U, 
to." made a report which was accepted, as follows : 

To ike General AssodoAmof CamucHciO, to he cowemd (A SiaroHf 
ihe Mrd Tuesday of June, IB\2; 

The Committee, appointed by tke last General Association *Ste !&-. 
^mre into the proctedmgs c^ ihc Comodadon of Tolland coon^, dirtliifc 
16th day of April," 1811, «> relative to the existmg dijBRtreaces bfetw^estf 
the Rev. Abid Abbot atKi the church in the first society in Coventry*; kkl 
also into the proceedings of the council, whidi met on the same subject 
on the 5th dky oC June,^ the same year, ** and to report a statement of 
jsaid procee^qgs to the next General Association,^ respectfiiBy stdm^ 
the foUowing ; 

1. Foe the purpose «f laying before the General AasodMion the most 
correct view of tiie whde subject, the committee appitthend, that a 
brief recmrenoe to £»ct8of the last century will be necessaty. % these 
the General Association will percdvc^ whether the Tolland Consociation 
was regularly formed, and whether Hie first church m Coventry ii a 
Boember of that body. 

The county of Tolland was formed in 1785. The churdies in that 
counbr had been consociated with Hartford North, with' Windham, and 
with Hartford South* accoiding to ^eir respective locations. 

The first church in Coventry had been a member of the Consociation 
in Windham county. This is proved l^ the oral testimony of witnesses 
now living, and of the first respectability. 

. The proof is confirmed by written documents which seem indiapita- 
hle. About the year 1760, difficulties existed between members of the 
first church in Coventry, and the Rev. Oliver Noble, their pastor. The 
following extract firom the records of Windham Association afibrda evi- 
dence, satisfactory it is believed, that, £at the settlement of those diffit 
cidties, tiie chovch" proceeded, and was considered and treated, as a 
member of Consodation. 

** At an Association of the ministers of the county of Windham, at 
V\^ndham, first parish^ May 91st, 1760 : 

"The Association being requested to advise* Whetiier it be expe- 
dient, that the Consociation oTthe county should be called together to 
conader and judge of some matters of grievance alleged by a member of 
the first church and society in Coventry a^nst their pastor, the Rev. 
Mr* Noble ; do accordingly advise, that, as Mr. Noble is providentially 
absent at present, the western committee be desired to meet, at some 
convenient time and place, and hear Mr. Noble and the aggrieved in re- 
ference to the expedience of calling said Consociation, and in pursuance 
thereof ^ve their advice." 

** The above is a true cq)y from the record of Windham Association." 

. •• Attest, • LUDOVlfeUS WKJ), 

•* Regiater of Ulndham Original Aaaociation^ 



Fdlowing;, and near the date of thisesctract, there is a chasm in the 
fiecords of that Association. Of course, nothing further appears upon 
them relative to that proposed (^onsociational council. 1 ne General 
Association will, however, perceive, whether it is possible to account ifor 
flttdi an app^cation and vote, if the first church in Coventry was not 
consociated with the churches in Windham county. 

The convention of tha^ Consociation, at the place and for the purpose 
already mentioned, and the substance of their result, are articles clearly 
remembered and confidently affirmed by witnesses now living. The com- 
mittee regret thieir inability to find the original Minutes of mat consocia- 
tional counciL They are probably extinct. At the same time, the com- 
mTttee are happy to state, that a paper purporting to be a copy of those 
Minutes has basn obtained of an aged and reputable person m the first 
society of Coventry. Concerning this paper he ** certifies, that it has 
been long in his possession as a copy of the doings of the Consociation.'* 
Ko good reason appears to doubt the correctness of the copy. But the 
committee deem it unnecessary to introduce extracts from this paper. 

The General Association, with these facts in view, will probably not 
find it difficult to satisfir themselves, whether the first church in Coventry 
-was consociated with the churches in Windham county ; or whether it is 
credible, that an unconsociated church would ever submit its difficulties 
to a Consociation. 

And here the committee beg leave to introduce a single remark. Ma* 
nf records of ecdeuastical proceedings in Connecticut, at that, and an* 
tecedent perio(]8, and for a number ci years following, are not to be found* 
£yen the Minutes of the General Association, for the first thirty years, 
are probably, the greater part, if not the whole of them, lost These 



m^leasant facts are ascribable, it is apprehended, chiefly, perhaps alto- 
gether, to the confii^on produced by the revolutionary war. 

In the present case, however, a fulness of evidence is fumisbed by 
xnemoij and by the writings already mentioned, that, anterior to thie 
formation of Tolland Consociation, the first church m Coventry was con» 
aociated with the churches in Windham county. The committee^ coa«- 
aider the foct as worthy of distinct recollection, because, to them, it ap- 
pears to have an important bearing on the result of the inquiry which 
the General Association have instituted, 

In August, 1789, the mmisters of Tolland county, at a convention spe- 
cially called for the purpose, formed themselves into an Association. 
From the formation of that county until the year 1789, they continued 
associated, and, with their churches, consociated, as they had been be- 
fore the establishment of the county. TTie following extract from the 
Minutes of that convention wiU mform the General Association, whether 
they associated on the principles of agreement smd discipline, which, for 
about eighty yeara, had been adopted through the State. 

" The convention'proceeded to deliberate on the subject of forming an 
Association in the county of Tolland ; and unanimously voted to form 
into an Association on the same footing with sister Associations in tiie 
State of Connecticut ; professing their adherence to the public formulas, 
and the genearal plan of ecclesiastical pdity adopted m the Saybrook 
pi^ticffmr 

•' The Association voted to meet twice annually ; the time of meeting' 
to be on the first Tuesday of June and October." — 

At the first meeting of the Association, which was in the October next 
following, provision was made for calling the first Consociation of the 
county. That pi'ovision was thus expressed in the act of the Association, 

" Voted, That, in order to call the first Consociation in the county, the 
moderator of the last Association shall be empowered, by the advice of 
Association, or twjo members of the body, to issue Letters Missive to 
fa)} the C(»soQia,tion ; and in the case of the moderator's death, or absence 
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. ef the moderator of the last Assodation, the last surviving moderator 
•hall issue Letters Missive for that purpose." 

By these documents the General, Association will learn, whether the 
venerable Fathers and Brethren of Tolland county did regulate their 
proceedings, with admirable care and accuracy, by the Saybrook plat- 
rorm, in commencing their Association, and in providing for the perma- 
nent mutual council oi a Consociation. 

Li 1790, the Tolland Consociation was formed and established. The 
following is a copy of a Letter Missive convoking the pastors and church^^ 
es for that purpose. By this the General Association will discover, 
whether the procedure in the establishment of that body was according 
to usage among the dnrches of Connecticut ^ided by the constructioQ 
which they have uniformly put upon their constitution* 

** To the Rev. Paator and church of Christ in JVbrth Bolton : 

•* REV. AND BELOVED* 

<' On application of the church and congregaticsi in WilHngton to the 
, Association of Tolland county, convened at Coventrv, Oct. 5th, 1790, re- 
questing, that the Consociation might be called to near, judge, and de^ 
termine, in all'difficulties subdsting between the Rev. Gideon Noble and 
the people under his pastoral charge; The Association resolved, that the 
Coi»ociation be called agreeably to their desire. This is, therefore, 
earnestly to request jrou, by your pastor and a delegate, to meet with the 
other churches in this county to form a Consociation for the pui^'^ne afore- 
said in Willington, on th& fifteenth dajr of November next, at 5 o'clock, 
P. M.— or, in case the public thanksgiving shopld be on tfiat week, the 
Monday loUowing. at the same hour. 

" Signed. SAMUEL LOCKWOOD, Moderator. 

Rev. Ebenezer KeUogg. 

(To be communicated.) 

••Coventry, Oct 5th, 1790." 

This Letter was ordered by the Association. •* To form a Coosocia* 
tton" in the county, then new, was one of the purposes explicitly stated. 
for which that coovenUon of the pastors and churches was requested. 
This Letter was communicated to the churches, llie churches complied 
with the request which it contained ; and they must have comi>lied under- 
standingly. 

According to the request in this Letter, the Consociation was formed 
and oi^ganized. The m^t church in Coventry, by its [castor and delegate, 
made a constituent part of that cons(»ctational council. .Its pastor, the 
late Dr. Huntington, was Scribe, and its delegate, the Hon. Jesse Root, 
late Chief Justice of the State, was assistant Scribe. The Rev. Gideon 
Noble was by that bodv, styling itself *' an Ecdesiastical Consociation of 
the coun^'dF Tolland^' tried aM dismissed from his pastoral relation to 
the churcn and people of Willington. 

Such are the tacts. The statement is rendered unquestionable by the 
Minutes themselves of the Consociation. 

That council, it is especially observable, cotdd not be mutual, in any 
other sense but that in wnich a Consociation is always^ by the agreement 
of the churches, a mutual council For, it was not with the approbation 
of Mr* Noble, the defendant in the trial, that .the Consociation was 
called. It was solely at the request of the church and society. ^ 

Mr. Noble had previously united with his accusers in the convention of 
a council mutually selected. By that council he had been tried and ac- 

Suitted on some of the charges presented afterwards to the Consociation. 
TpoQ those he objected to a sec^ trial either by the Consociation, or by 
any other counclL 



"S 



6 

lieoiiBfedhib^bjeetioDSfiotoiilytohig diurcil wbemtoakiogfhdrat^* 
TaDgements for procuring the mutual council of a Conaodatioii, bat te»' 
the Awidat30ii» when the request of the church was under conadera- 
tion in that body, and, last of aU, to the Consociation when formed. Bat» 
in the foUest manner it is testified, tiiat, natfaer b^ himself personally^ 
nor bf his counsel, was <tie regularity of the Consoaation, or their jum^ 
diction in the case, doubted for a moment But had the re«darity of th^ 
CoBsodalimi beeu questionable, must not the drcumstanee nave occurred 
to Mr. Noble, or to his advocates->attd would they not have sdoed k 
withav^^ 

Tluscat&neoffiKts the comn^tfeee thought it necessaty to report JBt 
will, they tnist, enable the General Association to decide, whether the 
mode of forming ToUand Consodation was according to me constitulicm 
and usage of the churches in Connecticut ; and whemer the first church, 
in Coventry has b^en, from the faroaation of that ConsociatioD^ tot of 
its members, and entitled to its privileges. For, if a minister of a coun^ 
ty town, or two or three others, are authorized to issue Letters for the 
convocation of pastors and churches '* to form a ConsociatiQii,'' tb» whole 
Association ouist, on a very obvious principle, have authorkv to order 
such Letters. And, if the first church in Coventry was in tinat vote to 
consociate, and did act with the body whoi formed and acting as a Qoof- 
sodation, the General Association will easily determine the past and 
present standing of that church. 

No withdrawmg act of that church is known- Some of its aged and 
very respectable members declare, that they remember no such act, and 
that they never heard of one. Their testimony is, that the church for^ 
merly conndered itself, and was considered and treated by others, as 
a member of Windham Consociation ; and since, for move than twea*- 
^ years, of that in the county of Tolland. 

2. The committee apprehend, that the following document wiU assist 
the General Association in determining the consociational standing of the 
late Rev, Abiel Abbot ; and, of course, whether^ according to the eicde- 
siastical constitution and usages of Connecticut, he was amenable, ixjL the 
article oi discipline, to that Consociation, of whidi his church claims to 
have been, ana to continue a member. 

<' At a meeting of the Association of Tdland cbua^, at the house of 
Mr. Abbot, Coventry, June 2d, 1801. 

*' A vote of the church of Marlboro was laid before the Association in 
the following words, 

** Marlboro, Monday, March 24, 1800. 

* ' The church met according to adjomiiment 

" Voted, That it is the desire of the church to be connected witin the 
Consociation of thurches in the county of ToUand. 

" ELEAZER M'CRAY, Ckunh Clerk. 

" Upon which, 

«( Voted to comply with the de^re of the church in Marlboro^ easpreesed 
in their vote. 

" Passed in Association, 

JOHN WILLARD, MedayUar. 
" Attest, ABtEL ABBOT, Scride. 

'* True record from the Minutes, 

'• Test, ABIEL ABBOT, Register.** 

The church in Marlboro had pvevSoudy belonged to Hartford South. 
By the foregdng extract the General Association can, at once, decide, 
whether Mr. Abbot had the means of knowing, and must, indeed, have 
known, that the pastors and churches in Tdland county did consider 
themselves as consociated ; and whether, if he disliked Consociations 
and the ecclesiastical constitution of Connecticut, he had sufiScient op^ 
portunities of manifesting his dislike* 



The committee have discovered noevidence of his halving ever intlo 
mated, that he considered either himself or his' church as unconsociated* 
until after those difficulties had aiiseti, which issued m acts of Consocia- 
tioD dissolving" his pastoral connectioD, and revoking his nunisterial pow* 
ers and authority. 

2, The committee trust, that, by the preceding statemaits, the Gener- 
al Association may satisfy themselves concerning the correctness of th« 
procedure described in the subsequent extract. 

** At a meeting of the Association of ToUaad county» itt WillingtoB^ 
Oct* ^d, 1810— 

" The first church in Coventry, under the pastoral care of the Rem^ 
AUel Abbot; by their coBimittee» theHon.M(Qsars. Jesse Boot and David 
Hale, affiled to the Association for advice ia relation to difficulties exis* 
ling between them and their p^tor, which ^fficulties are staled in a 
communication on file. ' , 

'*Tbe AssooiatioD havBig tafeqn the matter into delU)erate and sotemn 
conaderation, and having used da^ endeavors to obtain light, do ^ve ad* 
vice to the church, t^t, the previous steps having been taken, they take 
proper measures for the convening of the council of the consociated 
ehi^rches in Tolland covnQr, according to the articles for the administra- 
tion of church discipline agreed upon by the delegation in the general 
council at Saybrook, Sept. 9, 1708." I 

It appears that tibe church indulged no untiecessaiy delay in complying 
with uus advice. Individuals bjr private dealing, and the church itseU^ 
With great mtelligence and inte^rltv, pui^sued the course which the goi^ 
directs. With many anxious^eeiings, and widi much circumspection* 
they proceeded to prepare the way for the convention of the Consociatioi^ , 
^reluctantly apprehending that such a measure might finapy be neces- 
sary. They labored diligently and for many months to convince their pas- 
tor, and to restore that harmony which they uncerely de»red. 

On many accounts they esteemed their ijastor — and often repeated 
and earnest were their exertions to preserve him, if posable, consistently 
with thcar duty to Christ. 

^u\;, in their view, he had emln^aced and taught opinions contrary to 
the gospel, subverave of the Christian foundation and hope, and cooso- 
quently perilous to souls. Every consideration of personal attachment 
must tnei^fore yield. The demands of duty to their Lord and Master 
were imperious. ^ ' 

For the settlement of. difiicidties Mr. Abbot- propbsed a council equally 
selected by' tlie parties at variance. The church met him upon his pi^)- 
osition* Ml a vote of the church it was resolved expressly to join with 
Jfo Abbot and the society in convenmg a mutual council, " provided we 
shall be able to a^ree with him and the society on the churches front 
iMch. such council jshail be called." Is it seriously supposeable, that 
Mr. Abbot ever did^ or couldf desire a mutual council upon any other 
conditions ? 

% the unequivocal tenor of this vote, it will be evident to the General 
Association, whether the church was not as ready and as willing as 
Mr. Abbot himself could be, to submit the whole cause to a council 
&tts selected^ The parties proceeded to the nomination of such a council. 
But, as might be expected, neither of them would yield the advantage of 
a majority. All efibrts for the attainment of a mutual council thus formed 
were therefore ineffectual. The very obvious consequence was anticipa- 
led» A council composed of numbers equal on botii sides of a question, 
conceniing a point of doctrine believe*}, by at least one of them, essential 
to the scheme of grace aud salvation revealed in the gospel, must, of 
course, be utterly unavailing. 

. The <^urc^ was, tiierefore, impelled to its ultimate resort It had no 
ioeans of relief £com su&ring the calamity of havv^ajpastor, in its own 
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>iew, essentially heretical, but bf an appeal to Consodation— that pennar 
nent mutual ind most impartial council, so happily provided oy the 
ecclesiastical constitution ot Connecticut, and at all times, equally ready 
'far the benefit of either party, when no other mutual council} mat can 
be of use, is found attainable. 

But, upon this fkunt, the committee will not occupy the time of the 
General Association. A very able and satis&ctory account c^the steps 
taken by the church is already before the public in a statement made i^ 
the church, and published in the '* Reply by the Tolland Association*^ 
To that publication the committee cheerMy refer their Rev. fathers 
and brethren. 

4 The church, thus convinced, that there was no possible method of 
brin^g its difficulties to an impartial hearing and decision^ but the last, 
provided so expressly by the constitution, appfied, as stated above, for the 
consodational council 

The Mowing is a copy of the Letter Misdve by which that council was 
convoked. By this the General Association will be satisfied, whether the 
procedure was strictiy regular. 

% *" 

•• To the fiastor oftheJiTBt church of Chriat in Hebron^ and io 
said church : 

•* REV. AND BELOVED, 

** Whereas matters of difficulty subdst in the first church of Christ in 
Coventry, respecting their pastor, the Rev. Abiel Abbot, which need the 
assistance of an ecclesiastical council; and application having been made 
to us, the subscribers, pastors of the church m Tolland and of Vernon, 
by said church to convoke the Consociation of the county of Tolland to 
afford their assistance for quieting and settling those diflaculties : 

" We do hereby request the pastor of thef first church of Christ in 
Hdl)ron, and also said church by a delegate appdnted for that purpose, 
to meet the other ininisters and churches within this county, at the 
dwellbig house of Mr. Frederic Rose in said Coventry, cm the ^xteenth 
day of April next, at 11 o'clock, A. M. and, with them in council, to hear 
and decide on any matter regularly brought before them, and to do 
whatever shall to them appear most conducive to the peace and good 
order of said church, and tending to promote pure and undefiled religion. 

"Signed, NATHAN WILLIAMS, 

EBENEZER KELLOGG. 
« Vernon, March 21st, 1811." 

In compliance with this request the Consociation convened. With the 
substance of their result the General Association are already acquainted. 
Of the committee, however, a r^rt of particulars may be expected^— 
llie Mowing is a copy of their Minutes : 

" At a meeting of the elders and messengers of the churches in the 
county of Tolland, on the 16th of April, 1811, in the first society in Cov- 
entry, called at the request of the cnurch in said society, were present. 
Rev. pastors, Nathan Williams, D. D. Ebenezer Kellogg, Amos'Bassett, 
Royal Tyler, Diodate Brdckway, Natiian GiUet, Ephraim T. Woodruff, 
Hubbel Loomis, and William L. Strong. 

** Delegates from the churches ; Deacons, Jabez Kingdniry, Oliver 
King, Steplien Ingham, Sylvester Gilbert, Sawyer Elhs,^ losepn Talcott, 
Samuel Dunton, Jabez Collins, EUjah Talcott, Kev. Calvin Ingals, Mr. 
John Hall. 

^* Doct Williams was chosen moderator, and Mr. Bassett scribe. 

" The Cons()ciation was opened with prayer, by the moderator. 

'* The church laid before this body a complaint, cantaioing tho MoW" 
usgarticks of charge against theur pastor, inz* 
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" That he, the Rev. Abie^ Abbot, does neither preach nor believe the 
doctrine of the sacred Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Ghosti in die 
Godhead. - v 

" That he does neither preach, nor bdieve in, the divinity of Jiesus 
Christ ; that he is both Goa and man united in the person of Mediator. 

" That he does neither preach nor believe the doctrine of the atone- 
ment made for sin by the blood of Christ, and of the justificatipn of sin- 
ners by the righteousness of Christ, imputed to them and received by 
&ith in him. 

•* The foregoing doctrines, though clearly revealed in the word of God, 
as not only true, but fundamental m the gospel system, and essential to be 
believed in order to salvation, are by him omitted in his preaching: and 
doctrines contrary to these, and repugnant to the faith once delivered to 
the saints, by Christ and his apostles, and subversive of the Christian's 
hope, are by him taught and inculcated." 

" Mr. Abbot having read, then presented to this body an address, 
denying the jurisdiction of this council, and protesting against their sitting 
in judgment upon the complaint against him. 

** The society also by their committee, presented-an instrument of the 
aan^iepurport, which was read. 

*• The authority of the Consociation having been denied, the subject 
was* largely argued by the counsel both of Mr. Abbot and of the church. 

** The counsel then proceeded to a full deliberation upon the arguments 
offered. The question was then put by the moderator. Do this council 
consider themselves duly convened and authorized to try the complaint 
before diem ? Voted in the aflfirmative. 

*• The elders and messengers present feel themselves justified and 
supported in the foregoing* decision by the articles of church discipline, 
unanimously agreed upon by the elders and all the churches of Connecti- 
cut convened at Saybrook, September 9th, 1708 : the same having been 
adopted by practice and consent in this county ; and for that, this Con- 
sociation is convoked conformably to the 13th article thereof, and agreea- 
bly to the usage of the churches in this State ; and, as we believe, agreeably 
to the mind and will of Christ ; and, for that, no other method of admin- 
istering chdrch discipline has been adopted among our churches m cases 
like the one under consideration ; nor can we resort to any other, under 
tiie present organization of our churches, where the parties cannot, or 
will not, mutually submit their difficulties. 

" The Rev. Mr. Abbot was then called upon to answer to the complaint 
exhibited against him by the church ; but lie neglected and refused to 
make answer to the same. 

** The council then proceeded to hear the testimony produced by the 
church in support of the articles of charge. After a full and patient 
hearing and consideration of the case, the question was put upon each 
article separately. Is this article proved .* Voted, It is proved. 

*• The general question was then put. Is the Rev. Abiel Abbot guilty 
of the facts alleged in the complaint of the church , agamst him ? Votc^ 
unanimously in the affirmative. 

•* Voted, That the man who neither believes nor preaches the doctrines 
specified in the articles of charge, is disqualified for the office of the gospel 
ministry ; for he has essentially renounced the scriptures, has made 
shipwreck of the faith once delivered to the saints, has denied the Messiah 
of the gospel, who is the true God and eternal life, and cannot preach to 
unners, according to the real meaning of scripture, Jesus Christ and him 
crucified, who is the only way of salvatioh, nor feed the church of God, 
which he has purchased with his own blood. 

^* The council therefore feel themselves required by Jesus Christ the 
great God and Saviour, on the perU of being jud^d unfaithful to him, to 
&s church, and the best interests of the society in this place, to declare^ 
2 . ^ 
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and they hereby declare, that the mk^erial relati6n between thcl^eT. 
Abiel .Ahbot, and the ^rst church of Christ in Coventry onght to be, and 
is, dissolved. And they do hereby also revoke the commission given to 
him by his ordination to preach the gc^pel and adnmuster the ormnances 
of the same. 

*' The council, add, that after having given full weight to every thing 
brought before them, it is With pain thev have feund themselves under the 
necessity of performing this inaispensable duty. 
**• By unanimous order of the Consociation, 

« Sgnied, NATHAN WILLIAMS, Mbderatar^ 

. " Attest, AMOS BASSETT, Scrike.'*. 

This, the General Association will observe, closes thelklsMieal state- 

* inent req|uired of the committee, relative to the former part of the in- 
quiry which they have been directed to make. They have endeavored ta 
exhibit all the facts which, to them, seemed essential to an impartial and 
cliscrimmatmg decision.' Their way — though laborious— has been clear* 
They have no apprehension, that the accuracy of the statement will be 
•controverted. 

5. The Greneral Association are well aware, £hat in New-En^nd, 
there are persons who diflfer from most of the churches concerning evea 
the fundamentals of revealed I'eligion, and concerning the mooes of 
ecclesiastical government and discipline authorized in the Word of God. 

Thpse few— whatever may be the reat articles of their fMth,— it Hiight 
be expected, would differ from the consociational council, in their imer- 
ences from the facts here reported. They haw thus di£Eered— -and tiieir 
opinion, solemnly given, is before the public. 

But what are the only correct inferences ? This seems to be the ques- 
tion before' the General Association — ^if question here there can be. All, 
it is apprehended, will agree, Xhat the question must be decided by the 
constitution, doctrines, and usages, which the chtiorches in Connecticut 
generally believe to be according to the word of God, 

From that constitution, those doctrines, and uss^s, did the Consodation 
deduce just inferences respecting themselves, the first chureh in Covea- 
try, and its late pastor ? 

That the General Association may the more easHy and correctly satisfy 
themselves, the committee ask leave to lay before them here, in the in» 
^ terrogatory form, a summary of the whole cause, from its conuneace^ 
"ment to the close of the consociational result 

Was the Consociation of Tolland county ever regularly formed ? 

Allowing that it was, c|oes it continue to be, as the constitution pro- 
vides, a mutual council for the benefit Df all its members ^ 

When a church has once consociated, has uniform practice treated it 
as continuing' consociated, until, either by its own act, it shall have de- 
clared itself no longer such, or shall have been cut off by a disciplinary • 
act of Consociation ? 

Has the first church in Coventry been, and does it Continue to be, by 
its own choice expressed in a number of regular acts, a member of Tol- 
' land Consociation, and holding a clear rigl:^ to demand the assistance of 
that Body, when necessary ? 

Has it, within the last half century, been the usage of ordaining coun- 
' cilfe, generally, in Connecticut, to require of the candidate a formal as- 
\ sent to the ecclesiastical constitution and discipline adopted by most of the 

* churches ? .. . 

Or rathev. Has it been reasonably taken for granted, on the suppoa- 
..tion of the candidate's mtelligence and prudence, that, preparatory to 
I his determining whetiier to take the pastoral charge in this ^ate ot not, ^ 
he would thoroughly inform himself concerning that constitution and the 

* usages gi:6unded upon it— that, if he disfiked the one^ or the other, or 
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bpth« he wooldi either at his ordinalaon, or afterwards, bejbre accds^tioQ^ 
were dlacbvereid to be rising against him, inform his brethren. oC his disr 
senfc— rmaJdng. it known by this act, thax he will not hold himself appienable 
to Consociation ? 

Has it been the understanding and usage of the churchy, that the free 
declaration o£ such dissent shall make no schism between himself and 
his brethren? 

If he declare no such dissent, has it been ai^umed uniformly, and 
tiieieibiie by just inference in every case, that he adofita the constitution?— 
holding himself, in the wajr it prescribes, amenable for misconduct and 
here^, and bound to lubmit to every decision of disciphne which it au- 
thorizes ? 

Must the late Rev.. Al^ Abbot— &om the manner in wlw^h the re- 
<|aest of the church in Marlboro' was twelve years ago received and 
treated by the Association, and repeatedly entered upon their Minutes. 
by himself as both scribe and register — ^have certainty and sufficiently 
known, that the pastors and churches of that county did consider them- 
, selves Goosociated ? 

Must he, of course, have known perfectly weU, that both himself and 
his church were considered in as regular and complete consoc^ational 
standing, as any other pastor and church in the county or ^tate ? 

As he never declared any dissent until difficulties began to place them- 
selves in a threatening - attitude — when, upon every correct principle, 
such dissent became utterly inadmissible — was he, in realit)r, a mem^jer 
of Consociation ; and consequently, was it with perfect ecjuity, that he 
was treated as amenable to Consociation, and under their jurisdiction ? 

Is it, in any association of professing Christians, a violation of charity 
and right, to define, describe, and denounce, the sentiments which, ac- 
cording to their understanding of the revealed system, are heretical? 

Has the denial, that Jesqs Christ is more than a creature, been by the 
GOQsociated churdies uniformly believed to be a *' damnable heresy '% 
and in the lughest degree opposed to the first principles, on which those 
clmrches confederated ? 

Is evangelical fellowship posable between those who believe, that Jesus 
Christ is uie everUving God, and those who believe that he is not — ^the 
difierence between tlic objects of their faith respectively, beii^ no less 
than the difference between a creature, and Him, " who is over all, God 
blessed for ever?" 

As the Consociation were unanimously convinced of Mr. Abbot's denial, 
that Jesus Christ is more than a creature, did their duty jto their^viour, 
and to souls, indispensably require them — according to theiit united under- 
standing of the scripture doctrine — to dissolve his pastoral connecUon, 
and to take back ms ministerial commission ? 

Were their acts., of such import and intent, valid to clps^ effibctu^y 
hia pastoral standing, and to render it improper for the churches and 
people of God to consider him any longer as a minister of the gospel i 

Did such acts imply any want of Christian charity— or any claim to 
a right of binding Mr. Abbot's consdence, or that dfany other person in 
matters of opinion ? 

Have a number of profes^g Christians, united either by e^qpress or 
implicit agreement, not only in the belief of particular doctrines, but in 
the manner of defining those doctrines, a right to put an end to religiouis 
fellowship between th^selves, and any one of their number, whom they 
convict of renouncing what they considejt* a fundamental princq)le of 
their agreement ? 

Womd a Consociation be chargeable with lording it over the conscience 
of an atheist, detected in their body, were they to resolve to consider him 
RO long^ in their comnounion ? i 

Does obecyeace to that inspired rule of discipline, *< A mau that is a 
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heretic, after the first and second admonition, reject, •* imply any claim^ 
IB those who reject him, to bind his consdence in.matters or laith ? 

Is this rejection the setting up of human phrases and formularies, and 
creeds, instead of scripture, as the standard of faith? 

Or is it, rather, a pious and resolute adherence to their own unanimous 
understanding of scripture, and an honest defence of that, which the her- 
etic himself A^cf, as they underetood, agreed with them to conader as 
** the faith once delivered to the saints f^* - 

And finally. Is the heresy, embraced by Mr. Abbot, as has been often 
exultingly intimated, a recent and precious improvement in theology-^-the 
fruit of deep research, conducted by superior learning and talents? Oris 
it a delusion of ancient date, invented under the impulse of a " love for 
darkness rather than li^t " — ^fostered by ," philosophy falsely so called** 
— ^a daring attempt to throw aside ** the stone which has become the 
head of the comer — that Stone, upon which whosoever shall fall shall be 
broken, but which, upon whomsoever it shall fall, shall grind him to 
powder"? 

In the view of the committee, these particulars form a summary of 
^e things, especially claiming attention in the former part of thlsinquiif* 

6. Mr. Abbot did not acquiesce in the result of Consociatioii. His pro-f 
t^st against their jurisdiction has been already mentioned. In that labori- 
ous production he assumed the task of proving — ^however clearly the light 
of facts to the contrary might have been shining upon him for more than 
fifteen years— that there was no Consociatitm in the county of Tolland ; 
that the first church in Coventry and its pastor belonged to no Consocia- 
tion whatever ; that his church had no right to the interference of such a 
council ; and, therefore, that the pastor and churches calling themselvea 
a Consociation, convened at the request of his church, were no other ihai^ 
an ex parte council, havin"^, of course, no legitimate jurisdiction in the 
case r 

Upon these points, it has already been seen, the deliberate judgment 
of the Consociation was the reverse of the opinions expressed m the 
protest. 

Mr. Abbot also labored abundantly, and hard, todemonstrate th^ equiv- 
ocal proposition,^" that councils have no authority in matters of faith.^' 

Did he mean, that councils are not authorized to take awav a man's 
right of judging for himself concerning articles of doctrine ?— Or that 
Christ has given them no physical power to bind the conscience, and com- 
pel the mind honestly to receive, as true, that which it really believes to 
he false ? He might wisely have spared himself the trouble of writing, 
and that council the time of hearing, arguments in defence of the propo- 
sition. Between himself and the Consociated pastors and churches of 
Connecticut, there was here no diflerence of opinion. Must he not have ~ 
.been well acquainted with this fact ? -Can he have been ignorant, that 
none of them nave the folly to imagine themselves, in such a sense, cloth- 
ed " with authority is matters of faith ?" Can the insmuathm implied in 
the proposition, that our councils ever pretend to claim and exercise such 
authority, have been honestly intended t Or was it rather a mere ^anHer, 
devised and thrpwn out to divert the inquiring mind from the investigation 
of truth ? The general Association will judge. 

But did he intend, that councils have no authority to determine for 
thgmadvea what heresy is ? Or to reject, from their Christian fellowship 
and communion, a man whom, on evidence irresdstible, they believe to 
be a heretic ? If this was his meaning, how could an agreement between, 
him and our Consociation be more possible, than between Belial and 
Christ — than between gross mfidelity and an afifectionate faith in the gos- 
pel? ^ 

If councils are not authorized to determine for themsevels, that the msA 
vbo affirms, « that Jesus Christ has deriv^ aU from the Father^' is, accor^ 
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ding to their understanding of the scriptures, a heredc — one "who deita 
the fsdth which is unto salvation— ft^^o shall determine for them ? 

Does the gospel recognize the existence of here»r in the woild ? Does 
the Holy Ghost expressly forbid its toleration, when Known in the church ? 
If churches and councils may not determine, for themselves, the article of 
heresy, and, as Christians, reject the man who avows it, how shall they 
db^ the very explicit commandment of God ? 

The committee make no apology for thus suspending their narrative, 
a moment, in this place. They thought it necessary, that a just and clear 
view of the whole subject might be kept in mind. 

Mr. Abbot pixifessed to disregard the dismissing and disqualifying acts 
of the Consociation. He continued, several weeks after their result was 
published, to practise theforTna of the ministerial office. 

In the mean time, a iJetter, purporting to express the mutual wish of 
himself and the society, was sent to sundry pastors and churches in 
Massachusetts, requesting their attendance as a mutual council to con- 
sider his ministerial standing and character. 

' 0elow, is an attested copy of that Letter. It was seasonably commu- 
luoited to the committee ot the church under the following inclosure. 

« Brethren^ 

*' Inclosed is a copy of a Letter to convoke an ecclesiastical council; 
and I would herebv notify vou, and the church through you, of the mee- 
ting of said council, that if you see cause, you may unite with me and 
the society in asking th^eir advice, or may make any representation before 
said council which you, or the church maj deem proper. 

*^ Most sincerely yours m our common Lord. 

"ABIEL ABBOT. 
-' Coventry, May 17, 1811." 

Hon. JESSE ROOT. "J Committee of the first church in 

Deacon DAVID HALE, CCoventry for conveningthe Con- 

Brother HEZEKIAH EDGERTON, 5sociation of ToUand county. 

•• To the Rev. Elder and the church of Chriat in of 

vfhich the Rev» - is pastor, 

•* RET. AND BELOVED, 

*• In consequence of difference in matters of opinion between the pastor 
and the first church in Coventry, and of thc^ failure of all concifiatory 
measures, on the part of the pastor and society, a council purporting to 
be the Consociation of Tolland county, has been convened by the church, 
which, notwithstanding the united protest of the pastor and society, has 
proceeded to dissolve the pastoral relation of Mr. Abbot to the first diurch 
la Coventry V and to disqualify him as a minister of Jesus Christ. — ^This 
state of things, and these difficulties we very sensibly feel, and most sin- 
cerely deplore^ In these circumstance, the pastor and the first ecclesi- 
cal society in Coventry — ^the church having declined a mutual co^ndl, 
earnestly solicit the advice and direction of an eccleaastical council, to 
which they desire to submit the standing of the pastor, and the expedien- 
cy of his continuing in the ministry in mis place ; and they hereby au- 
worize the coimcil to dissolve his pastioral relation to this people, if dee- 
med expe(fient, in such standing in the church and ministry, as shall be 
judged proper ; and, generally, to ^ve their advice and direction in all 
matters which may properly come before them. 

'* We, therefore, the pastor and the first ecclesiastical society in Cov- 
entry, earnestly request the attendance of the Elder and a messenger of 
your church in council, at the house of the Rev. Mr. Abbot in Coventry, 
on Wedncsdajr, the 5th day June next, at 11 o'clock A. M. to considert 
jadvisey and direct concemmg the above premises. 
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<*Hb«iaiidBelov^ wifwishyoa grace, mercy^ aod^peace^ feonfrOodT 
our Father and the Loid lesus CI113&. 

"agned, ABIEL ABBOT, Fa^or. 
! AMASA JONES, /or </ie^6ck?to. 

J ^* Coventry^ April 26, 1811. '^ ^ 

«<ThcRev. 7 

r TobecoRHnoDieatod.'' > 

« ** P. S. The lUders and a xoessenger firam each of their chatdida rnn- 

ttd to meet in council, aM the Rev. Dr. Lathrofk, of Bostoa, Drs. B^. 

f nard and Prince, of Satenh Dr. Osgood, of Medford, Qr. Reed, of 

Bridgewater, Dr. Porter, ot Roxbury, Dr. Bancroft, of WorcMter, Dr. - 
KendEd, of Weston, Rer. Mr. A%b, of Diudberoug^ and U^. Mr* 
Thayer, of Lancaster. ' 

** C^oftyJ The above and foregoing is a true copy of the Lettor and 
the copy of a Letter IMissiTe agned by Mr. Abid Abbot, pastor, and 
Amasa Jones for the society, to convoke an ecclesiastical council, ad"- 
dressed ta and kx^ged with me to be commiimcated to the church, m* 
dosed, 

"Test, JESSE ROOT.'* 

; The societ3r acted uniformly, with Mr. Abbot, refiimng ConsoiciatioD^ 

but wiUkig to join their pastor and the church in submitting their difficiil* 
ties t& a council mutually chosen, if the parties could agree ia the choice^ 
It has been already seen that the church were not less wilting thsm Mr^^ 
Abbot te have the cause decided by a council of that description. But, 
for reasons arising from the nature of the difficulties, no such council 
could be convened with the prospect of efficiency.. The course i^ch 
the church — ^the agrieved party — ^therefore took, has been stated 

There is some afifiearance^ at least, of the society*s concurrence ii» 
calling the fbreig;Q council of June 5th. The following is an attested G(>* 
py of votes shewing the manner in which the society transacted. 

** At a society meeting legally warned and held at the meeting house 
ill Coventry, first society, on the 15th of Nov. 18ia 

" The Hon. JESSE ROOT, Esq. choscft moderator. 

•• Voted, 1st. In consequence of <^fficulties subsisting in the church 
With Mr. Abbot, that if Mr* Abbot and the church see fit^ this society 
win unite with Mr. Abbot and the church in convening a mutual council, 
for the purpose of considering, advising, and deciding, in all matters of 
^fficuhy subsisting in the church with Mr. Abbot. 

\** Voted, 3dly, to appoint a committee who are hereby authorized to 
' agree with the church and Mr. Abbot in a mutual councU, and to da 
•wmt is necessary to convene said council, and to manage the coneems 
<^ the society berore said council, if convened. 
** 4thly, Voted, that Messrs. Amasa Jones, Jeptha fitch, Nathan How*- 
* stfd, and Cephas Brigham, be a committee for the aforesaid purpo6|^ 

; <* 5thly, Voted, that in case the church or Mr. Abbot should decline 

\ agreeing in a mutual council, and tiie council of the eonsociated churches 

^ of ToUaaid county shoidd be convened, the above named committee are 

directed to take all necessary and prudent means to manage thecoa^ 
c^ms of this society according to their discretion. 
<* 6thly, Voted, diat the above named committee are also authorised,^ 
^ by them judged expedient, to unite with Mr. Abbot in convening a rau* 

tnal council to consider and decide upon such matters as siay be thought 
necessary to be laid before diem. 
*^ The above is a true copy of the original, 

•• Test, BILDiQ) CURTIS, Society Clerk. 
•• Coventry, Oct 5th, ISll.** 
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** At an'aAiraal sod^ meeditt^ legally warned aiid: hdd at ih&vmifhm 
iKiiise, Coventry^ firitt society, Apm 15th, 1811. 

<«Hon. JESSE ROOT, Esq. chosen moderator. 

** Ifit. Calvin Manning, Jun.' Joseph Dow, and James Wlut^ w^re cho- 
sen committee lor the year Ensuing. 

*< 3dly* Voted, that the standing committee join the committee chosen^ 
the 15th of Nov. last, in managing the concerns of said society, witk^ 
powers to act with the committee then chosen. 

•* th^ above is a true copy of the original. 

•'T^st, BILDAD CURTIS, Society ClerJt. 

Coventj', Oct 5th, 1611.*' 

Sach were the 'atTangefmentsbf the society. They cntrarted the wfaolo 
management of their concerns to ahurgcand re^pectaUe committee, tm- 
der the timitations here expressed. 

The namber and doings of the second council may be seen in the fol- 
lowing copy of their minutes. 

<* Coventry, June 5th, 1811. 
** In pursuance of Letters Misstve from the pastor and first ecdesiaati- 
<:al society in Coventry, the following elders and messengers assemhled 
at the house of the Rev. Abiel Abbot. 

Boston, Jiev. John Lathrofi^ B.B^ 

Bric^water, JRcv. John Reed^ n, D. 

Ro3d:iury, Rev, EtiphaUt Porter^ D, D. 

Worcester, Rev, Jlaron Bancroft ^ D. D. andDeac. Wm. TrovfMd^, 

Weston, Rev* Samtcel Kendall^ D. JD. and Brother Isaac JSbbbs. 

Duxborough, Rev. John Myny 

liancaster. Rev. NaXhmdel Thayer^ and Brother Jodah Bridge* 

** The council formed by chusing Rev. John Lathrop, D. D. moderatcnr, 
and Rev. Nathaniel Thayer, scriSe. 

" Vdted, that the Rev. Mr. Abbot and the committee of the society be 
' Informed, that the council are now m session, ajad are ready to recisive 
-any communications from thengi. 

** Votedi that^e following message be isent to the deacons of the church, 
' to be communicated. 

•« An eccl^»astical ctouncil, of which the Rev. John Lathrcp, D- DA^ 

, moderator, is now in session in this place, at the request of the Rev. 

Abiel, Abbot and the first ecclesiastical society in Coventry, and will be 

happy toreceive fxt>m the first church in .Coventry any communicationa 

- they may be pleased to lay before them. 

*• Coventey, June 5th, 1811. 

*« N.B. The coundl have voted to adjourn to the meeting horae, and 
wiHt)e in sernionthis afternoon, at 2 o'clock. 

** To deacons JVathan Hovfordand David Made* 

"•To this xnessage no reply has been made. 

*• Voted, to adjourn to 2 o'clock this afternoon, then to meet at the 
' tn'eetinghou^ 

** Assemtted at themeeting house agreeaWf to adjoamraent 

•• ITie Rev. moderator led in an address to the throneof divine grace. 
• Attended to various communications of the Rev. Mr. Abbot, and of the 

- advocate for the socfety, in order as appears on file, and from these learn- 
ed the measures adopted by the church andsocicty in' relation to existing 
diflBculties. ' , ~ 

** After hearing the arguments on the.part of the society, attended to 
some paragraphs of a sermon of the late President S^lcs on " the Chris- 

- -tian tmion.^* These displayed tlie nature of Con«ock^ens, • &e fndcpen- 
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' dence of the K^W £ngland churches, and the ^lit of Christian iibeftft 

•• Voted to adjourn to the house of the Rev. Abiel Abbot, there to meet 
at the expiration of one hour. 

•« Met at the time appointed. 

"Chose Rev. Drs. Lathrop, Reed, Porter, Qancrpft, and the Rev. 
Mr. Thayer a committee to prepare a result 

*' Voted that the council adjourn to to-morrow at T'oSclock, A. M« 

*• June 6, Convened at the hour assigned. 

*• The council having taken into consideration the Christian and minia- 
terial standing of the Rev. Abiel Abbot, and the expediency of his con«* 
tinning in the ministry, voted unanimou^y to publish the following result* 

V It is with reluctance that the members of this council have consented 
to take any part in relaticffi to the unhappy divisions which have arisen 
in this place, and which mere immediately respect the Christian edifica* 
tion, peace and order of the churches in this vicinity an4 state. We feel 
ourselves impelled, however, by a principle of sympathy and benevo- 
lence, and by a sense of duty to our common I^ord and Master, not to 
refuse our attention, opinions and advice when they are earnestly solici- 
ted by a respectable ecclesiastical society, and a Christian pastor whojre- 
• ceived his education and approbation as a preacher of the gospel in tiiat 
part of the country in which we reside, .and whom we have long known, 
respected and loved. 

" This council have, as they trust, attended with seriousness and im- 
partiality to the statements and pleas of the parties at whose instance 
they are convened. They lament the divbions which have arisen be- 
tween the church on one side, and the pastor- and congregation On the 
other. It is with extreme reluctance that the council are constrained 
, to give an opinion which will militate with the result of the venerable 
council composed of elders and messengers of the churches of Tolland 
countv, recently convoked in this place ; but as it becomes necessary 
that they should decide on questions submitted to their deliberation, pro- 
prio^ requires that they give the reasons of their decision^ 

" The council find no satisfactoiy evidence that a Consociation ever ex- 
isted in Tolland county, according to Saybrook platform. If a Consocia- 
tion did exist, they find no evidence, that the first church in Coventry or 
its pastor were ever constituent parts of it ; and as the Rev. Mr. Abbot 
and the ecclesiastical society declined acting with this church in calling 
the late cpuncil, and protested against its jurisdiction, we can consider it 
. only in the light c^an ex parte council ; and as the not having of a mutual 
council as the umpire of their controversy must in our opinion be impu- 
ted to tlie church, the result of said council cannot affect the ministerial 
standing of the Rev. Mr. Abbot, much less dissolve the pastoral relation 
between him and this people. 

•* Conceraing the doctrinal points which are the only articles of charge 
alleged against Mr. Abt)ot we will not decide, in the persi»sion that the 
Great Head of the church never empowered any body of men to pro- 
nounce authoritatively respecting religious opinions. We believe that 
Mr. Abbot is »ncere in the followmg solenm declaration, and that ought 
to be satisfactory. 

" There is one God, the Father, of whom are all things ; artd one 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things. Through him we have ac- 
cess by one Spirit unto the Father. 

" Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, the brightness of the Father's 
glory and express image of his person; and in him dwelleth all the ful- 
ness of the Godhead bodily. lie was declared to be the Son of God with 
power according to the spirit of holiness by the resurrection from the 
dead. Him hath God exsdted with his right hand to be a Prince and 
Saviour, to give repentance and forgiveness of sins. 
. ^ There is one God, and one Mediator between Godaudmen, the man 



17 

Christ Jesus. He hath suffered for sins, the just for the dnjust, that he 
inight bring us to God. In him we have redemption through his blood ; 
he waB delivered for our offences, and raised again for our justification; 
By him we believe in God, that i-aised him from the dead and gave him 
glory, that our ^th and hope might be in God. ^ 

" After that the kindness and love of God our Saviour towards man 
appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done, but accor- 
ding to his mercy, he saved us by the wasliing of re^neration and re- 
newing of the Holy Ghost ; that being justified by his grace we should 
be made heirs according to Uie hope of eternal lile. To him that believ- 
eth on him that justiiieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness^ 

'* I acknowledge and sincerely recei^'e the sacred scriptuies as divine 
truth, and firmly believe and preach them as an infaUible ^ide of feith 
and duty. And while I claim for myself the right of searching and judg- ^ 
ing their true meaning, I disclaim the right of binding others by my in-r ' 
terpretations, and of condemning them for differing in opinion from me." 

** We are persuaded that his mquiries have been in the love of truth, 
and his sentifiients communicated in the spirit of the Christian ; and w6 
wiU not set at nought our brother for the exercise of the liberty wherewith 
Christ 1ms made us free, for we must all stand at his judgment seat. 
The ps^es of ecclesiastical history through a period of eighteen hundred 
years contain abundant evidence, that the attempt to unite Christians un- 
der human creeds and formularies has imiformly issued in a struggle foir 
superiority, in the alienation of Christian brethren, and in divi8i<»is in the 
thurch; is it not then time, that the disciples of one common Master 
unite under his authorit]j^, and make his gospel without addition or dimi-^ 
tmtion tiie basis df minbterial intercourse and Christian communion ^ 
Tlie sufficiency of the scriptures as a rule of faith and practice is the 
great principle of the reformation from popery, and it is the only ground 
on which protestant Christians can securely stand. 

" The council consider the relation between the pastor and this eccle- 
siastical society as not having been annulled; and the parties having sub^ 
mitted the expediency of its continuance to this council^ we do, there-- 
fore, adjudge that the relation between them be dissolved for the reasons 
which follow : 

^ We apprehend that the divisions which exist in the church and socie- 
ty are cf such a nature, as render it highly improbable, that tlie end of 
the Christian ministry can in future be promoted by the official labors of 
Mr. Abbot. As it respects tlie church and isociety, we entertain the hope 
that this act of Christian condescension of the majority to the ardent wisn- 
es of the minority will be the means to restore their former harmonj^ and 
love, and that in the spirit of mutual forbearance and charity they will be 
umted in a minister by whom they all may be edified. This measure we 
deem necessary for the future comfort and usefulness of the pastor, and 
in conformity to the will of our divine Master, that his ministers who can^ 
not be useful in one city flee to another. 

** And therefore, being authorized as aforesaid, we do hereby declare 
the relati(Hi between the Rev* Abiel Abbot and the first ecclesiastical so- 
ciety in Coventry dissolved* 

** This, council unreservedly express their favorable opinion of the 
ministerial qusQifications of the Rev. Mr. Abbot. His intellectual powers* 
his literary and theological attainments, the diligence of his research 
after trath, his prudence, candor, and charity, the excellence of his mor- 
al character, and his affabilitjr and tenderness in the intercourse with the 
people of his charge, in our view fit him in a high degree for the office 
of a Christian pastor ; and with deep sorrow we find that circumstances 
exist, which render it expedient for nim to take a dismission from a so- 
ciety, the great majority of whom manifest a warm attachment to his 
pei'son and ministry. This council cordially recommend the Rev. Mr« 
3 
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Abixit to aH Christian societies among whom he may in divine provid^see 
be caMed to minister. 

•^ This council did not cross the Hne of their State with an iwiUnatioii 
to oppose themselves to their Christian brethren in Connecticut ; but, as 
they trust, in the spirit of that gospel, which has made charity the di$- 
Jtinguishing mark of its disciples. They will theniselves, and in expres- 
sing this sentiment they are assured that they speak the language of their 
jbrethren in Massachusetts, rejoice to co-operate in all measures which 
are fitted to promote Christian union and fellowship, as well as in those 
which subsjprve the purposes of the civil and literary institutions^of tbs 
two sister imitates. 

" The council subjoin their earnest supplications to the God£and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ that He would have this Christian pneople and 
him wfto hath long labored with them in word, and doctrine, in nis holy 
keeping, and grant them the blessings of the gospel of peace. May dii^ 
his servant be again honored and improved in the work of the ministry. 

" May we all, having passed through this state of imper£ection and 
Jtrial, jrneet in heaven, where we shall see as we are seen, and be per- 
fected in the whole will of God. 

« JOHN LATHROP, Moderator, 
** Attest. NATHANIEL THAYER. Scribe:' 

The General Association have now before them a full view of th« 
council of Massachusetts. This branch of " tne proceedings," concem- 
ing'which the committee were directed to inquire and report, seems, on 
severalaccounts, to demand attention. 

1. The circumstance, that the council of June 5th was from another 
ptate, appears to claim notice. Are the reasons offered by the council 
itself satisfactory? Could the " earnest request'* of two nien, and sympar 
thy with one of them, or a sense of duty, in this peculiar case, furnish a 
reason sufficient to justify the members of this couacil in obtruding their 
opinions, relative to ecclesiastical proceedings in this state? Andespe* 
cially in resolving, that such proceedings were inefficacious and void ? 
Will it be believed, that the churches of Connecticut are less able, or 
less willing, than strangers, to disdnguish between order and irregularity 
in things pertaining to their own institutions? 

But precedent has been urged — ^not, indeed, by this council, but by 
Mr. Abbot — in Justification of the measure. The legislature of Connect- 
icut once interfered, and directed discordant parties in Hartford to look 
for assistance to a council from Massachusetts. 

Can that event have been mentioned with the realbelifef, that it was 
fKirallel, in any important point, with the call and coming of this coun- 
icil ? It was not far from one tiundred and fifty years aga It was, there- 
fore, long before the period, in which the churches of Connecticut adop- 
ted their present csnstitutiorial bond of union. It was about half a centu- 
ry before any system of agreement and discipline was received, securing 
to the pastors and churches mutual assistance in a W2(y well known to all, 
and rendered orderly by g«ieral consent. 

But has the real reason of a measure so irregular and extraordinary 
been kept back ? Was it, that the members of this council were known 
to symbolize in sentiment with Mr. Abbot in " denying the Ix)rd that 
bought them?" 

2. This council declared null and void the solemn decision of a Con- 
sociation. Was this because a Consociation is not the most impartial 
council that can be collected, and better ac^u^ted with the difficulties 
and t)est interests of the churches within their own limits, than any com- 
pany of strangers can be ? And what opinion will candor form of the 
professions made by this council of respect and afiection for the consocia-r 
t/ed pastors and churches — ^and of a resudiness to co-operate in the promo- 
lion of -j^igioji and literature ? 
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% This council passed the form of dismissing Mr. Abbot from the 

society a but not from th,e church. Was this because the Hdy Ghost has 

' «stabhHLed the pastoral conbectioo— not between a minister of the gospel 

and his church — ^but between him and those that do not, before men» 

profess to believe, and covenant to obey the gospel ? 

Further. If, as this council have decreed, the doings of the Consocia- 
tioi;i were nuU and void^ is not Mr. Abbot now the pastor of the fir^ 
church in Coventry ? He was ordained pastor of that church* 

4. Tl^e Letter Mis^ve purports to ccmtain a mutual request of Mr* 

Abbot and the society. But how can he and the society have been two 

parties in the present case ? Th^y are represented as perfectly agreed, 

' and Strongly attached to each other* How, then, can they have been 

parties, having d^rences, and di^culties, to lay before a council? 

There is yet another curcuipstance here, which needs explanation* 
By the votes of the society, it appears, that seven men constituted their 
committee. These were empowered to act, for the society according to 
their discretion. But, of these seven, only one name appears en the Let- 
ter. Did his ^gnatupe e:2^ress the wishes, or was it placed there by the 
order of the other six ? ' 

The committee of the Crenei^al Association have found no vote author- 
izing one of the seven to act for the whole. Were the otiier six aware, 
that the proceedings of Mr.. Abbot in calling this council were altogether 
indecorous and absurd ? Did they, therefore, and with great propriety, 
refuse to act in an affair, so unprecedented, and idle ? If so; can die so- 
ciety be justiy said to have had any voice at all in collecting this council, 
so confidentiy claiining to be mutual? Miist the members of this council 
have come into Connecticut and formed their sympathetic result with 
a certain knowledge of these circumstances ? 

The committee have now laid before their Rev. fathers.and brethren 
all the facts which, to them,' seemed rdevant to the subject of inquiry. 
^Praying that the General Association may be guided by '* the wisdom 
which IS from above," and that " all who love our Lord* Jesus Christ in 
sincerity" may have grace to " contend eamesdy for the feith once delivr 
iBred to the saints," they subscribe, in the faith and fellowship of the gos- 

^ ' NATHAN PERKINS, > 

ABEL FLINT, . y Committee. 

4DALYIN CHAPIN, 3 
Hartford, May IS, 1812. 

The Rev. Messrs. Timothy Dwight, D. D. Lyman Beecher, and 
Jlufus Anderson were appointed a Committee, to examine the 
preceding repo^ to draw up, for the consideration of this Associ^ 
ation, sucli votes as i^ay be proper to be passed by tlie Association 
on the authority of the statement contained in it, and to mak« 
report to this body. 

The above named Committee reported sandry resolutions, 
which were adopted fay the Association, ^s follows : - . 

JReaqhedy 1. That the Consociation of Tdland County was regularly • 
•formed, wtoi they dismissed and deposed the late Rev. Abiel Abbot. 

Reaotoed^ 2. That the first Church in Coventry is a member of Tolland 
Consociation, and has been such from the formation of that body. 

Resolved^ 3. That the late Rev. Abiel Abbot was, of right, considered 
|md treated as belonging and amenable to Tolland Consociation. 



^0 

JUaoived^ 4 That in tiie lateprocced|pg;s at Coventry, the Elders aiid 
t^hurches of Tolland County have, in the opinion of the General As^ocia- 
tioo, borne a judiciouSy.£aitmul, and highly commendable testimony to the 
• truth as it is in Jesus. 

Resotved^ 5. That, according to ^e firm belief of this General Asso- 
^dation, a denial of the deity cf Jesns Christ is heresy. 
^ Resolved^ 6. That the exchisioii from Christian communion, tind from 

the ministerial ofiBce» for heresy, is neither an attempt to bind the con- 
. science in matters of-^ faith, nor a violation of Christian charitjr ; but an 

act, which that charity imperiously demands; and an article of discipline^ 

which the principles of agreement among the consociated Churches 

tequire them to perform. 

Resoheds 7. That the General AssociatioDn mw, with much surprise 
and regret, the coming and the acts of the Council at Coventry, on the 
5th day of June, 1811. 

Resohed 8. That the mere want of •* satisfactory euidtnce^ that a 
Consociation ever, existed in Tolland County^ iurnished no justifying 
reason to the Council of June 5th, for acting at all in the affairs cf Mr. 
Abbot and his congregation; both because the Council had no sufficient 
means in their power of determining this fact, and because the mere 
want of evidence cannot be a foundation for acting in any case, especial- 
ly in a case of such importance 

Resolved, 9. That it is inconudtent with all principles of eccle^^tical 
order for Mincers and Churches^ belongbg to another body, and another 
State, to act, a$ anecclesiastical Council, in the af&irs of any Consociated . 
Church in this State, without a previous request, or, at least, consent, of 
the Consociation with which such Church is connected, formally aeclared^ 

Resolved, 10. That a profession of &ith, made in the words of scrip- 
ture, is no definite exhibition of the real faith of the professor : since all 
persons, who acknowledge the divine origin of the scriptures, would* 
although some of them are in their faith directly opposed to others, make 
the same profession in the same words. 

Resolved^ 11. That the decision of the Council, " that the reladpn 
between Mr. Abbot and the eccleaastical Society, with which he wias 
connected, was not annulled by the act of Tolland Consociation," was sL 
decision which the Council was notr authorized to make : since they had 
nd&er power nor right to examine the proceedings of the Cotisociation ; 
nor to sit as judges over that ecclesiasdod judicatory ; apd since, if they 
had had such right, these proceedings were not before them, nor Vas the 
Consociation either heard or rqiresentedi. 

Resolved^ 12. That the circumstances under which the Council of 
June 5th vas convened, and the nature of itsresvdt, constrain the General 
Association to consider its proceedings not only as unprecedented, but as 
disrespectfiil to the Churches of Connecticut,— -as an mvasibn of evangel-* 
ical order, — as an eSTort to justi^ heresy, — and as a public and solemn 
declaration, that there can be neither ministerial nor Cnristian fellowship 
between themselves and the consociated Churches and Pastors. 
Passed in Association^ 

Attest, ANDREW YATES, Scn^e. 
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